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Introduction:

Le 13 mars 2018, Fleur de Passion s’est amarré au Republic of Singapore Yacht Club (RSYC) au terme de 
sa navigation depuis Puerto Galera aux Philippines, ponctuée d’escales sur l’île de Palawan puis à Bandar 
Seri Begawan dans le Sultanat de Brunei et à Kuching, en Malaisie.

Avec le double soutien de l’ambassade de Suisse à Singapour et de l’Université James Cook, l’escale de 
douze jours de The Ocean Mapping Expedition dans la Cité-Etat a donné lieu à une conférence de presse 
organisée le 14 mars en présence de Pietro Godenzi, président de la fondation Pacifique et skipper du 
voilier, et deux des partenaires scientifiques de l’expédition: Dr Michel André, directeur du Laboratoire 
d’Applications Bioacoustiques (LAB) de l’Université polytechnique de Catalogne à Barcelone, responsable 
du programme 20’000 sons sous les mers sur la pollution sonore des océans lancé depuis Séville; et Prof 
Daniel McGinnis, responsable du Groupe de physique aquatique du Département F.-A. Forel de l’Université 
de Genève, responsable du programme The Winds of Change sur les gaz à effet de serre, lancé deux mois 
auparavant depuis Cebu/Mactan, aux Philippines (voir revue de presse dédiée).

A l’occasion de cette conférence de presse au RSYC en présence par ailleurs du Commodore Balakrishnan 
B. et du vice-chancelier adjoint de l’Université James Cook à Singapour, Dr Dale Anderson, et avant une 
visite à bord de Fleur de Passion, les premiers résultats de ce programme sans équivalent ont été partagés 
avec les représentants de média tant locaux qu’internationaux.

Précédemment, lors de l’escale à Bandar Seri Begawan du 22 au 28 février, l’ambassadeur de Suisse (non-
résident) à Brunei avait organisé sa « Farewell Reception » à bord de Fleur de Passion au soir d’une journée 
pendant laquelle une vingtaine d’étudiants du Sultanat ont embarqué pour une courte navigation de 
découverte de l’expédition dans la baie de Brunei.

***


On March 13, 2018, coming from Puerto Galera in the Philippines followed by stopovers on Palawan Island, 
Bandar Seri Begawan and Kuching, Fleur de Passion docked at the Republic of Singapore Yacht Club.

During the 12 day stopover of The Ocean Mapping Expedition in the City-State, supported by both the Swiss 
Embassy in Singapore and James Cook University, a press conference took place on March 14 in the 
presence of Pietro Godenzi, Fondation Pacifique’s President and Fleur de Passion’s skipper as well as two 
of the scientific partners of the expedition: Dr Michel André, Director of the Laboratory of Bioacoustic 
Applications (LAB) of the Polytechnic University of Catalonia in Barcelona and responsible of the 20,000 
Sounds under the Seas program on noise pollution of the ocean  ; and Prof Daniel McGinnis, Head of the 
Aquatic Physics Group, Department F.-A. Forel, at the University of Geneva and responsible of the program 
The Winds of Change on greenhouse gases on the surface of the oceans launched two months earlier from 
Cebu/Matcan, in the Philippines (see the dedicated press review).

During the press conference also attended by RSYC Commodore B. Balakrishnan as well as Dr Dale 
Anderson, Deputy Vice-Chancellor of James Cook University, and prior to a visit aboard Fleur de Passion, 
the first preliminary findings of The Winds of Change pioneer program were presented to local and 
international media.

Earlier during the stopover at Bandar Seri Begawan from 22 to 28 February, the Swiss ambassador in Brunei 
(non-resident) organised his “Farewell Reception” aboard Fleur de Passion. That same day, a group of local 
students embarked for a short sailing trip in the Brunei Bay while being briefed on the purposes of the 
expedition.  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Media Release in Singapore
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Press release from James Cook University in Singapore
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Press release from The Polytechnic University of Catalonia in Barcelona
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Singapore Media
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Invitation from the Foreign Correspondents Association to the press conference
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Relax, Swiss Club Magazine
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Impulse, the magazine for the German-speaking community in Singapore
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The Straits Times 
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Zaobao 
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Advertising in The Straits Times
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Le Petit Journal, Singapour
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Swiss Media 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RSI, Swiss National TV (Italian channel)
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SRF, Swiss National TV (German channel)
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Spanish Media 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La Vanguardia, Barcelona




The Ocean Mapping Expedition in Brunei & Singapore / Press review March 2018 

�34



�
�




The Ocean Mapping Expedition in Brunei & Singapore / Press review March 2018 

�35



�
�




The Ocean Mapping Expedition in Brunei & Singapore / Press review March 2018 

�36



�
�

The Ocean Mapping Expedition in Brunei & Singapore / Press review March 2018 

�37



�
�




The Ocean Mapping Expedition in Brunei & Singapore / Press review March 2018 

�38



�
�




The Ocean Mapping Expedition in Singapore / Press review March 2018 

�39



�
�




The Ocean Mapping Expedition in Brunei & Singapore / Press review March 2018 

�40



�
�




The Ocean Mapping Expedition in Brunei & Singapore / Press review March 2018 

�41



�
�




The Ocean Mapping Expedition in Brunei & Singapore / Press review March 2018 

�42



�
�

The Ocean Mapping Expedition in Brunei & Singapore / Press review March 2018 

�43



�
�

The Ocean Mapping Expedition in Brunei & Singapore / Press review March 2018 

�44



�
�

The Ocean Mapping Expedition in Brunei & Singapore / Press review March 2018 

�45



�
�

International Newswire agency 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Agence France Presse, Singapore Bureau
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Press releases:

http://omexpedition.ch/pdf/
The%20Ocean%20Mapping%20Expedition_Press%20release_2018.03.14_EN.pdf

http://omexpedition.ch/pdf/
The%20Ocean%20Mapping%20Expedition_Press%20release_2018.03.14_EN.pdf

https://www.jcu.edu.sg/news/releases/ocean-mapping-expedition

https://www.upc.edu/ca/sala-de-premsa/noticies/the-ocean-mapping-expedition-revela-punts-
critics-gasos-efecte-hivernacle-superficie-oceans

Swiss media:

https://www.rsi.ch/play/tv/redirect/detail/10259954

https://www.srf.ch/play/tv/tagesschau/video/segeln-fuer-meeresschutz?
id=d8f3efa7-2e2c-46e2-95ba-45fe0e50f7c7

Singapore media in English, Chinese and French: 

http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/ex-wwii-minesweeper-docks-in-singapore-during-global-
expedition

http://news.fullertonhotel.com/hk/The%20Straits%20Times%20(15%20Mar%2018)%20-%20Ex-
WWII%20minesweeper%20on%20a%20global%20mission.pdf

https://www.ttsh.com.sg/uploadedFiles/ZB%20-
%20MIGS%20DrLeonard%20Yip%2015%20Mar%202018.pdf

http://m.65singapore.com/view-53009.html

http://worldnews.easybranches.com/regions/singapore/Ex-WWII-minesweeper-docks-in-
Singapore-during-global-expedition-733067

https://www.herplanetearth.com/news/swiss-sailboat-fleur-de-passion-arrives-in-singapore-as-part-
of-the-ocean-mapping-expedition

https://lepetitjournal.com/singapour/ocean-mapping-expedition-fait-escale-singapour-225835

Spanish media: 

http://www.lavanguardia.com/vida/20180314/441524699215/hallan-zonas-criticas-de-
contaminacion-por-metano-y-dioxido-en-los-oceanos.html
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https://www.elperiodico.com/es/sociedad/20180314/hallan-zonas-criticas-de-contaminacion-por-
metano-y-dioxido-en-los-oceanos-6690195

http://hidroblog.com/2018/03/15/concentraciones-metano-dioxido-carbono-la-superficie-del-mar/

https://www.larazon.es/sociedad/medio-ambiente/hallan-zonas-criticas-de-contaminacion-en-los-
oceanos-DO17915116

http://noticiasdelaciencia.com/not/27830/the-ocean-mapping-expedition-revela-puntos-criticos-de-
gases-de-efecto-invernadero-en-la-superficie-de-los-oceanos-y-alerta-de-la-contaminacion-
acustica

http://www.abc.es/sociedad/abci-20000-sonidos-bajo-mar-201803182158_noticia.html

http://www.monsostenible.net/catala/noticies/la-contaminacio-acustica-amenaca-els-oceans/

International newswire agency:

AFP Youtube Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gk0XiR7AGkU
AFP Facebook Post: https://www.facebook.com/AFPSingapore/posts/2045139728836007
AFP Twitter Post:
https://twitter.com/afpsin/status/974102397260677120
MSN: https://www.msn.com/en-ph/video/watch/swiss-boat-maps-ocean/vp-BBKdDAJ
Dailymotion: http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x6gav2u
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